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suffers from under-population due to the strange native belief that
head-hunting makes for holiness. The Dutch have been trying
to kill this popular pastime by the most drastic forms of punish-
ment But in the interior no young man, even to-day, is allowed
to marry until he has at least one head to his credit. This prolonged
process of mutual extermination (the Borneo people will exhibit
their gruesome conquests as proudly and as unconcernedly as aa
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expert golfer will show you Ms cups) has kept the number of the
inhabitants fer below par. But now at last the rivers arc being
opened up, and oil and coal and diamond companies are construct-
ing roads, and the savages are gradually being persuaded to turn
to the more peaceful pursuits of agriculture. Thus the island, in
due course of time, may be able to support twenty times its present
population without noticing the difference.
The northern part of Borneo belongs to the English. The
north-western corner is an independent state, called Sarawak, and
ruled by the descendants of an Englishman, the famous Rajah
Brooke, who arrived in the island to suppress a local rebellion and
remained to become an independent sovereign.
Another iiiaad of great importance in the East is Sumatra, which